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Women in Focus in God’s Story 
 
Is the Bible a misogynistic book that supports the devaluing and 
suppression of women, as our culture often suggests? 
 
Taken on its own terms, the Bible provides us a world that is not 
confused about the basic biological, physiological, and social 
realities of male and female, penis and vagina, those who 
impregnate and those who are pregnant, mothers and fathers. 
It is not that the exacting definitions of who wears pants and 
who scrubs floors is chiseled in stone in the Bible, because it is 
not. It is that God’s designs and definitions of male and female, 
sex and sexuality, the significance and priority of children, and 
the societal roles of mother and father: all these are revealed to 
us by God so that we can trust and integrate our lives with His 
designs rather than reinvent ourselves. 
 
Creation (Genesis 1-2): God’s biological and social design of male 
and female holds man and woman up as equally significant.  In 
Genesis 2:18 when God creates woman of the “stuff” of man he 
says this of his design and intent. “I will make him a helper fit 
for him.” In the Old Testament context, every other use of this 
word “help” is used of God as the One can bring the strength 
that we lack. How strange that many have taken this phrase 
diminutively, demoting woman to the servant of man. Not so.  
 
Woman provides strength and capacity that man lacks, as the 
word ‘fit’ implies. The Hebrew behind “fit” suggests something 
like a zipper or the gears in a machine, one part fitting perfectly, 
oppositely, corresponding to the other. Each has strength and 
capacity to compliment the other. Taken together with 2:23-25, 
this perfect fit of God’s design has biologically sexual 
dimensions as well. 
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Fall (Genesis 3-11): The fall of Genesis 3 is not a story of Eve’s 
failure, but Adam and Eve’s failure to trust God and His Words. 
Whether by Eve’s active dismissal of God or Adam’s passive 
disregard for God, both decide right and wrong for themselves, 
trusting a snake in the grass and their opinions, instead of their 
Maker’s good designs and definitions. This way of life, imposing 
our own definitions and designs on God’s creation and 
creatures, spirals larger and larger through Genesis 11. 
 

~ 
 

Promise (Genesis 12-22): Sarah displays the grace God has for 
men and women in His Promise. In ancient Mesopotamian 
literature the barren woman is considered cursed by the gods. 
Perhaps this is why Sarai is listed last in line when this family 
sets out from the city of Ur. With God’s promise to restore all 
that was lost and broken in the fall, through the son that Sarai 
would bear, when Abraham sets out for the land of Canaan, 
now Sarai is first in line with her husband. In other words, we 
see that Abraham’s perspective of his wife must change in light of 
God’s redemptive promise and purpose.  
 

~ 
 

Promise Unfolding (Genesis 23- Malachi 4): How does one 
measure the significance of the Egyptian midwives to the 
Hebrew women in Exodus 1? Their faith is fully integrated in 
their actions to spare the Hebrew boys. Consider the faith and 
bravery of Moses’ mother and sister. Consider Deborah, the 
woman who judged, led, and delivered Israel in her time. 
Consider the prophetic role Hannah has in 1 Samuel.  Her choice 
and her voice still ring in our ears in the song of Mary in Luke 1!  
 

~ 
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Promise Come, The Gospel (Matthew, Mark, Luke John): Because 
we come to the issue of “biblical womanhood” as we study the 
Gospel of Luke together, my observations of women in light of 
the Gospel will be limited to Luke’s Gospel. 
 
In Luke, the Gospel of Jesus begins the contrast of Mary and 
Zachariah in chapter 1. God’s promises concerning the son of 
Abraham, the son of David, the Son of God, come to both 
Zachariah and Mary.  Zachariah’s unbelief displays for us the 
characteristic unbelief of God’s people (see Psalm 106) that has 
brought Israel to it’s oppressed political and social realities. 
Mary’s response of faith, like Abraham’s, opens the door to the 
redemption that God has promised in her son. 
 
Now, turn to the end of Luke, in 23:55-24:12. It is the contrast of 
the response of the men and women to the empty tomb that is 
set before us. Once again, the women invite us to believe!  
 
Note: Luke’s Gospel regularly sets the responses of men and 
women to Jesus side by side. Yes, the focus in nearly always on 
the faithful response of the woman. In this, Luke’s Gospel 
provides us a needed reminder that all that God promises His 
people is not just a promise to men. All God desires for and of His 
people is not just desired of men. In New Testament culture the 
significance of men’s response of faith to God goes without saying 
and is affirmed time and again in the Gospel. And yet, in Luke we 
are reminded time and again that the same, not more or less, but 
the same is true of woman, as it has been since the beginning. 
 
Throughout Luke’s Gospel consider… 
 

7:36-50  The love displayed in the sinful woman and the  
lack of love displayed by unrepentant Simon the 
Pharisee. 
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8:1-3 We focus on the women who traveled with, served 
with, and provided for the disciples of Jesus. Jesus 
restores these women to faith and faithfulness. 

 
8:40-56 Oh the value of daughters to Jesus! 

 
9:1 and 10:1   In chapter 9 the twelve are sent on mission. 
In chapter 10 the mission is extended to all the disciples, 
men and women. 
 
13:10-17  This is an important and explicit recognition of 
what is true in the Old and New Testaments. Women are 
not chattel, but daughters of Abraham!”  

 
21:1-4 Oh the value and significance of the widow’s mite! 

 
~ 
 

Gospel Restoration Delivered by the Church (Acts – Jude) 
 
Women, Word & Witness in Acts 

- The Holy Spirit falls and fills all disciples, male and 
female, to carry out mission of 1:6-8 
 

- 2:5-21 addresses the ethnic and racial breadth of the 
Gospel 

 
- 16:11-15 Lydia, a woman spoken of without mention of a 

husband, becomes home base for the church in Philippi. 
In other words, here is a woman, a model for women of 
faith, whose role is not to simply to be at home taking care 
of children. She is a merchant and person of property who 
plays a significant stewardship role in the church in 
Philippi. 
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- In chapter 18 we meet a married couple, Priscilla and 
Aquilla.  Together they will take Apollos aside and 
together will teach him “the way.”  
 

Romans 
- This conversation about the problem, that we suppress 

the truth about God and ourselves, is rooted in the 
Genesis perspective of Creation, male and female. From 
the suppression of the truth expressed in worship of 
creatures instead of Creator, humanity is “progressive” 
and consequently disregards its very biological nature to 
pursue homosexual and lesbian passions. 
 

- Final Greetings. Note the prominence that Paul gives in 
sending greetings to women along with many other 
disciples.  Note how he greets Prisca and Aquilla, placing 
her name first (also 2 Tim 4:19) in speaking of the couple! 
(See 1 Cor 16:19 for the reverse.) 

 
1 Corinthians 11:1-16 and 1 Timothy 2:8-15: These are the famously 
troublesome passages for our culture. These passages are 
wrestling through how to live out Gospel designs and 
definitions for men and women in current cultural contexts. Do 
not let the tail (these passages) wag the dog (women in all of the 
Word and Gospel).  
 
Ephesians 5, Col 3, and 1 Peter 3: Greco-Roman households 
functioned according to a cultural pattern: the father is the 
master of the home and wives, children, and slaves serve him. In 
all three of these passages this cultural pattern is replaced with a 
family structure that integrates and displays the Gospel. As such, 
women are co-heirs in Christ and the service between husbands 
and wives is to be mutual. 
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Colossians Final Greetings: In Col 4:16 greetings are directed to 
Nympha and the church in her house! 
 
1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1: The only role reserved for men in the 
church is “elder.” This is not because men are more spiritual or 
worthy of such a role, but because God has spoken this definition 
and design for His good purposes. 
 
Is 2 John addressed to a woman who is a leader in the church or 
poetically addressed to a church, in the metaphor of a woman? 
 

~ 
 
Gospel Consummation (Revelation): In Revelation 19:6-10 we 
have a glimpse of the final union of the Messiah with His bride, 
His people.   
 
The fidelity of the LORD to his unfaithful Old Testament people 
speaks to a value of women that should have been mirrored 
always by the faithfulness of men.  The mystery that Ephesians 
5 sets before us in marriage, of the man who lays down his life 
to serve and see that his bride is blameless and innocent before 
him… in Revelation 19 we will finally come to that day, face to 
face.  
 
The value of women, set before us in all the bridal imagery of the 
Bible, not for beauty or sex or possession, but for their capacity 
and contribution to God’s Gospel purposes through all our lives, 
must guide us in the church today. 
 
Notes… 
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Is the Bible a misogynistic book that supports the devaluing and 
suppression of women, as our culture often suggests?  
 
When we let the whole Bible speak for itself, providing God’s 
designs and definitions of male and female in the Genesis 
account, and culturally bound descriptions of men and women 
in 1 Corinthians 11 and 1 Timothy 2, the answer is no. 

 
From Genesis to Revelation men and women are equally 
significant, with strengths, weakness, and capacities that 
correspond to one another. 
 
Men and women are equally fallen and equally restored by 
repentant faith in God’s Promise: Jesus. 
 
The Christian home is a home where women and men are 
mutually significant and submissive in love and care. 
 
Believing women and men are disciples, filled with His 
Spirit and empowered to be on mission bearing His Gospel 
to our world. 
 
The Church is the born-again people of God, men and 
women of every tribe, tongue, and race, the living temple 
of living stones, the dwelling place of God. All believers are 
given gifts of the Spirit to edify and build up the church. 

 

 

Notes… 


